
UNIVERSITY OF ARKANSAS 
MS HESC GUIDELINES FOR AUTHORSHIP 

 
Note: These guidelines are intended to apply to presentations and publications developed from theses and dissertations. 

 
1. Authorship assigns credit for major contributions and designates responsibility and accountability for the results of 

the work. 
 
2. Joint authorship/publication credit is reserved for the individuals who have made substantial and significant 

professional/scientific contributions to the work reported. 
 
3. Minor professional contributions and extensive clerical or nonprofessional assistance may be acknowledged in 

footnotes. 
 
4. If the scholarly work generated by student thesis or dissertation, the student should be the first author. Students should 

always be included as an author even if they did not participate in preparing the work for dissemination. Students must be 
informed in writing prior to the preparation of any work based on their work. 

 
5. Because the student thesis or dissertation is greatly influenced by the major professor’s expertise, the student should 

include the major professor as a joint author of any work products. 
 
6. If the scholarly work is student generated, completed independently (without faculty oversight), and the faculty member 

is not interested in joint authorship, the student may be the sole author. However, the faculty member, school, and 
university must be acknowledged in a footnote. 

 
7. Graduate students have the right to be given the first opportunity to draft a manuscript. Students are usually allowed up 

to six (6) months from the date of graduation to submit to joint authors a draft of a manuscript as first author. 
 
8. If students decline to write the first draft of the article or do not meet the agreed upon deadline, the major professor is 

granted the right to proceed as first author. Students must be given co-authorship. The student must be informed in 
writing prior to the preparation of any manuscript based on their work. This policy should be reviewed with students prior 
to graduation and their written agreement obtained. 

 
9. All joint authors should consent in writing to the final draft of the manuscript according to their contribution.  
 
10. Agreement acknowledging contribution to the research through sole or joint authorship, order of authors’ names, and 

acknowledgments through the use of footnotes should be obtained in writing from all potential authors prior to 
preparation of a manuscript for publication. This should be completed after data collection and analysis have been 
finalized and should be the first step in the group planning process for manuscript preparation. 

 
11. Disputes over authorship will be resolved by the Human Environmental Sciences Graduate Coordinator and Director. An 

aggrieved party may appeal for relief to the school Director, who is authorized to mediate disputes and render 
judgments concerning authorship. 

 
12. Responsibility for payment of page charges and preparation of figures and other camera- ready materials should be 

determined by the authors before manuscripts are submitted. 
 
13. Students working with faculty members on research projects should be aware that various research products such as data, 

original laboratory notebooks, photographs, and analyses are the property of the U of A, or other funding agency. Students 
are entitled to copies of such materials, at their expense. 


